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‘‘Keep PBS In Orlando,’’ an initiative to pre-
serve Central Florida’s local PBS station. The 
campaign helped create WUCF–TV. 

Anna continued to write, not only in leading 
publications like The Huffington Post and Or-
lando Sentinel, but also academically. In 
March 2011, Anna completed her under-
graduate honors thesis focusing on feminism 
in Iran. Anna presented her thesis, which re-
ceived high remarks, at several research con-
ferences. 

Upon graduation Anna was awarded the 
Order of Pegasus, the highest honor that a 
UCF senior can receive. She also graduated 
with the highest GPA in the College of Under-
graduate Studies, an achievement that al-
lowed her to be a part of UCF’s Platform Party 
during commencement ceremonies. 

Anna didn’t stop there. Now a graduate stu-
dent at UCF pursuing dual master’s degrees 
in Public Administration and Nonprofit Man-
agement, Anna works full-time at Planned Par-
enthood of Greater Orlando as the organiza-
tion’s External Affairs Manager. In her posi-
tion, Anna maintains the organization’s devel-
opment and public affairs programs. 

Anna continues to be very involved in the 
UCF and Central Florida community. In Feb-
ruary 2013, she launched an on-campus initia-
tive called ‘‘Project Bithlo,’’ with the goal of en-
gaging UCF students, faculty, and staff in the 
transformative work occurring in the histori-
cally neglected community of Bithlo. Only a 
year after its founding, Project Bithlo has con-
nected hundreds of UCF students to Bithlo. 
The project is succeeding in bringing together 
both the College Democrats and College Re-
publicans in an effort to show solidary with the 
families of this overlooked community. 

Anna also sits on the board of numerous or-
ganizations, including the Orange County 
League of Women Voters, Orange County 
Democratic Executive Committee, Democratic 
Women’s Club of Greater Orlando, Democratic 
Women’s Club Florida, UCF Women’s Studies 
Advisory Council, and Planned Parenthood’s 
Network of Volunteer Advocates. 

A lifelong feminist, Anna is excited to con-
tinue her work to better the lives of women 
and her local community. 

I am happy to honor Anna Eskamani, during 
Women’s History Month, for her leadership 
and service to the Central Florida community. 

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP OF IDA V. ESKAMANI 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of Wom-

en’s History Month, to recognize Ida V. 
Eskamani, a young woman with a passion for 
public service. A first-generation Iranian-Amer-
ican born and raised in Orlando, Florida, Ms. 
Eskamani believes that individual success is 
directly tied to the success of her community, 
and is committed to serving underserved and 
underrepresented communities. 

She began her career in public service as 
an undergraduate at the University of Central 
Florida (UCF), where she was active in sev-
eral campus organizations focused on wom-
en’s rights, equality, environmental justice, and 
social justice. As President of the College 
Democrats at UCF, she worked to empower 
and educate thousands of students through 
voter registration drives, rallies, and marches, 
and established the organization as an integral 
part of Central Florida’s progressive move-
ment. Ms. Eskamani earned dual degrees 
from UCF in Political Science and Sociology in 
2012. She was also awarded the national 
President’s Service Award for devoting more 

than 500 hours to community service in a 12- 
month period; as well as UCF’s most pres-
tigious award, the Order of Pegasus, for ex-
emplary achievements in academics, service, 
and leadership. 

Following graduation, Ms. Eskamani led the 
development team of the Orange County 
Democratic Party, helping them to break fund-
raising records. She also joined Senator BILL 
NELSON’s re-election campaign as the young-
est staff member, working as a Press and Re-
search Assistant. Following the 2012 elec-
tions, Ida was selected out of thousands of 
applicants to serve as a White House Intern in 
the Office of Presidential Personnel for the 
spring 2013 term. Upon her return to the Sun-
shine State, she spent her time as a Digital 
and Community Organizer with Florida CHAIN, 
an organization dedicated to increasing ac-
cess to affordable healthcare, and as a mem-
ber of the finance team for State Representa-
tive Joe Saunders’ re-election campaign. 

Ms. Eskamani joined Equality Florida, the 
states’ lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
civil rights organization in 2014 as a Develop-
ment Associate based in Orlando. In her role 
she assists in organizing and executing fund-
raising and development programs in Sara-
sota, Orlando, Jacksonville, and Tallahassee. 
She is also currently pursuing dual master’s 
degrees in Public Administration and Nonprofit 
Management at UCF. 

I am happy to honor Ida Eskamani, during 
Women’s History Month, for her leadership 
and service to the Central Florida community. 
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HONORING ODESSA WOOLFOLK 
DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
2014 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, in 
honor of Black History Month, I continue to 
pay tribute to outstanding African Americans 
from Alabama. Today, I rise to honor one of 
Alabama’s most beloved and brilliant civic 
leaders, Ms. Odessa Woolfolk. As a student in 
Birmingham’s segregated public schools to, 
later, becoming one of the city of Bir-
mingham’s most persuasive civic leaders, Ms. 
Odessa Woolfolk transcended the racial and 
socioeconomic challenges of her time. 

Ms. Odessa Woolfolk was born in the 
Titusville Community of Birmingham, Alabama 
and graduated from A.H. Parker High School. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree in History 
and Political Science from Talladega College 
and later went on to earn her Masters in 
Urban Studies from Occidental College in Cali-
fornia. She completed additional graduate 
work at the University of Chicago and was a 
National Urban Fellow at Yale University. 

Ms. Woolfolk began her career as a teacher 
at Birmingham’s Ullman High School, at the 
height of the civil rights movement. She dis-
played outstanding and fearless leadership 
both in her classroom and community during 
this turbulent time. Following her tenure as an 
educator, Ms. Woolfolk worked in public policy 
with the following organizations: the Urban Re-
investment Task Force in Washington, DC., 
New York State Urban Development Corpora-
tion in New York City, the YWCA in Utica, 

New York, the Arbor Hill Community Center 
and the Inter-Racial Council in Albany, New 
York. 

After working in New York and Washington, 
DC., Ms. Woolfolk returned to Alabama to 
serve as executive director of the Birmingham 
Opportunity Industrialization Center and asso-
ciate executive director of the Jefferson Coun-
ty Committee for Economic Opportunity. For 
twenty-one years, she served as director of 
the Center for Urban Affairs at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham and lectured in po-
litical science and public affairs. She also 
served as staff associate at the Center for 
International Programs and was an Assistant 
to the President for Community Relations. 

Ms. Odessa Woolfolk’s tremendous con-
tributions to the University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham were recognized with the establish-
ment of the Odessa Woolfolk Presidential 
Community Service Award. Due to her out-
standing and extensive service at UAB, Ms. 
Woolfolk received the UAB Honorary Alumni 
Award, Outstanding Faculty Award, the Presi-
dent’s Medal, and many other awards. 

Ms. Woolfolk is most known for her instru-
mental role in creating the Birmingham Civil 
Rights Institute. She was its founding adminis-
trator and chair of the task force that planned 
and directed its development. Annually, nearly 
150,000 people honor her as they pass 
through the Odessa Woolfolk Gallery at the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. 

Throughout her life, Ms. Woolfolk has 
served on the boards of numerous Bir-
mingham and statewide organizations, includ-
ing the YWCA, Region 2020, the Community 
Foundation of Greater Birmingham, UAB Afri-
can American Studies Program, Regional 
Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham, 
UAB Educational Foundation, Birmingham Mu-
seum of Art, and the Birmingham Urban 
League. Ms. Woolfolk served as the State 
Chair of the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, was the first African American 
President of Operation New Birmingham’s 
Board of Directors, founding member of Lead-
ership Birmingham and was the founding co- 
chair of the Martin Luther King Unity Break-
fast. 

Because of her influence in the city of Bir-
mingham and the state of Alabama, Ms. 
Woolfolk was honored by Birmingham’s Mayor 
and City Council and was inducted into the 
Birmingham Gallery of Distinguished Citizens. 
She was also inducted into the Alabama 
Academy of Honor and is the well-deserved 
recipient of the Humanities Award from the 
Alabama Humanities Foundation. She has re-
ceived honorary doctorates from her alma 
mater, Talladega College, from Birmingham- 
Southern College and the University of the 
South in Tennessee. 

Ms. Odessa Woolfolk is one of Bir-
mingham’s brightest luminaries. Through her 
continued commitment to improving her com-
munity, the State of Alabama and her nation, 
she remains an inspiration to all who know 
her. And as one of her mentees, it is my 
honor to recognize her on the floor of the 
United States House of Representatives. Our 
generation owes trailblazers such as Ms. 
Odessa Woolfolk a debt of gratitude. Today, I 
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to Ms. 
Odessa Woolfolk, an exceptional woman 
whose contributions have made her a shining 
example of exemplary service to all mankind. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHERRI BRANSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Cherri Branson 
on the occasion of her retirement from the 
United States House of Representatives, after 
more than twenty-four years of faithful and 
dedicated service. She is the kind of public 
servant who brings credit to this institution and 
the people we are honored to serve. 

Cherri began her long and multi-faceted ca-
reer in the House in 1989 and, over two dec-
ades, has served in various policy, legal and 
legislative positions, including Legislative 
Counsel, Legislative Director, and Committee 
Counsel. 

I first became familiar with Cherri in the late 
1990s, in the course of pursuing justice for Af-
rican-American farmers who, for decades, had 
been systematically discriminated against by 
the Agriculture Department. That long-fought 
effort culminated in the enactment of statutory 
language that set the stage for a landmark 
discrimination settlement for impacted farmers 
(Pigford v. Glickman). 

It was not until 2005, when I became the 
Ranking Member of the Committee on Home-
land Security, that Cherri began working for 
me. In her time on the Committee, she rose 
through the ranks and, at retirement, was 
serving as the Chief Counsel for Oversight. 

Among her key accomplishments on the 
Committee was the oversight work she led in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina. The investiga-
tions that she oversaw in the wake of this 
massive disaster shed light on waste, fraud, 
and unfair practices that harmed not only im-
pacted individuals, but the American taxpayer. 
This oversight set the stage for meaningful re-
forms to help bring about a fair and equitable 
distribution of resources to survivors of the 
disaster, better processes to ensure distribu-
tion of immediate relief in a timely manner, 
and more opportunities for impacted local, 
small, minority and women-owned businesses 
to participate in recovery efforts. 

On the Committee, she has led investiga-
tions of national significance, including the in-
vestigation of the White House State Dinner 
Security Breach (the Salahi case) which led to 
tightened security procedures within the Se-
cret Service’s Presidential Protection process. 

Prior to joining the Committee, Cherri con-
ducted investigations with the House of Rep-
resentatives Government Reform (Oversight) 
Committee. The most notable outcomes of 
those investigations included the strengthening 
of protections for children involved in medical 
clinical trials, equitable tax treatment for Holo-
caust survivors, and several reviews of federal 
policies concerning illicit drugs. 

During her career in the House, Cherri has 
directly served on the staffs of Members of 
Congress from diverse geographic and demo-
graphic areas, including New York, Texas, 
Michigan, Illinois, Hawaii, California and Mis-
sissippi. Through her work on behalf of Com-
mittee Members, she has come to know and 
appreciate the concerns of Americans in near-
ly every corner of the country. 

In her work in the House, Cherri displayed 
that rare combination of steadfast and reliable 
care for ordinary Americans and a skillful abil-
ity to do battle on their behalf. 

Even as Cherri closes a chapter of distinc-
tion and accomplishment in the House of Rep-
resentatives, she continues to dedicate her di-
verse talents to serving others. She, quite lit-
erally, is living the famous adage coined by 
former Speaker of the House, Thomas P. 
O’Neill Jr.—‘‘all politics is local’’—by taking on 
the responsibility of representing the residents 
of Maryland’s Montgomery County District 5 
on the County Council. 

On behalf of myself, the Democratic Mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland Security, 
and this institution, I extend my sincere appre-
ciation to Cherri for all her great work. I also 
wish to acknowledge her loving family—hus-
band Donald, and son, Avery—on their con-
tributions. I urge Members to join me in ex-
tending our best wishes to Cherri upon her re-
tirement and in her future endeavors. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 27, 2014 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Stanley Fischer, of New York, 
Jerome H. Powell, of Maryland, and 
Lael Brainard, of the District of Co-
lumbia, all to be a Member of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, Gustavo Velasquez 
Aguilar, of the District of Columbia, to 
be Assistant Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, and J. Mark 
McWatters, of Texas, to be a Member of 
the National Credit Union Administra-
tion. 

SD–538 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific 

Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine strength-

ening United States alliances in North-
east Asia. 

SD–419 

MARCH 5 
Time to be announced 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SR–253 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the Defense 

Authorization Request for fiscal year 
2015 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram. 

SH–216 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of L. Reginald Brothers, Jr., of 
Massachusetts, to be Under Secretary 
for Science and Technology, and 
Francis Xavier Taylor, of Maryland, to 
be Under Secretary for Intelligence and 
Analysis, both of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine national se-
curity space launch programs. 

SD–192 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

SD–G50 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine develop-

ments in the Western Balkans and pol-
icy responses, focusing on policy ap-
proaches of the United States toward 
the countries of the Western Balkans. 

SD–106 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2015. 

SD–608 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2015. 

SD–215 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nation of Maria Contreras-Sweet, of 
California, to be Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. 

SR–428A 
2:15 p.m. 

Special Committee on Aging 
To hold hearings to examine income se-

curity and the elderly, focusing on se-
curing gains made in the war on pov-
erty. 

SD–562 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine nuclear 
forces and policies in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2015 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

SR–222 

MARCH 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Central Command and United 
States Africa Command in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
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